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WEARDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1942. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1942,  again 
considerably  abbreviated  in  view  of  existing  war  conditions. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  of  District,  99,652  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  9,928. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  the  year,  3,550 
Rateable  value,  <£45,480. 

Hum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £178  :  3  :  10. 

Owing  to  the  continued  demand  for  munitions  of  war 
employment  has  again  been  good  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
district.  The  Wolsingham  Steelworks,  where  a  considerable  number 
of  women  are  now  employed,  have  been  kept  busy.  The  limestone 
quarries  round  Stanhope  and  Frosterley  have  been  working  well. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  quantity  of  iron  ore  and  gannister 
despatched  from  Upper  Weardale.  Unfortunately,  there  has  not  been 
any  material  improvement  in  the  lead  mining  industry  at  Rookhope. 
A  number  of  women  are  employed  at  munition  works  outside  the  area. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  for  the  year 
(9,928),  is,  in  my  opinion,  too  low  Although  very  few  of  the  original 
“  officially  ”  evacuated  children  are  now  with  us,  there  has  been  a  big 
influx  of  “  unofficially  ”  evacuated  persons  from  the  bombed  areas  of 
the  north  east  coast. 

In  the  eastern  and  more  low  lying  part  of  the  district, 
there  is  now  much  more  tillage  than  in  former  years. 

A  hostel  for  women  land  workers  was  erected  and  occupied 
at  Wolsingham. 


Vital  Statistics. 
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BIRTHS.  There  were  126  registered  births  : — 

LIVE  BIRTHS.  Male 

Legitimate  ...  64 

Illegitimate  ...  6 

70 

STILL  BIRTHS  were  8 

Legitimate  ...  2 

Illegitimate  ...  1 


Female 

52 

4 

56 


5 

0 


3 


5 


On  an  estimated  population  of  9,928,  these  figures  give  a 
live  birth-rate  of  12-7  per  1,000  population  This  is  our  lowest  birth¬ 
rate  for  many  years.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  end  Wales 
for  the  year  was  15-8  per  1,000. 

The  still  birth-rate  was  0  8  per  1,000  population,  which  is 
slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  (0-5). 

The  total  birth-rate  (live  and  still  births)  was  13  5  per 
1,000  population. 

DEATHS.  Deaths  pertaining  to  the  district  were  registered  : 

Male  ...  57 

Female  ..  54 


111 

This  figure  gives  a  death-rate  of  1  1 -2  per  1,000  population, 
which  compares  favourably  with  a  rate  of  116  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

Again,  I  am  glad  to  report,  for  the  fifth  year  in  succession, 
that  there  has  not  been  a  single  death  from  puerperal  sepsis  or  other 
puerperal  cause.  For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  was  2  *0 1  per  1,000  births. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

There  were  3  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  all 
legitimate,  giving  an  infantile  death-rate  of  23-8  per  1,000  births. 
This  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  which  was  49  per  1,000  births. 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  cancer  (10%  of  all  the  deaths). 

DEATHS  FROM  MEASLES  .  0 

DEATHS  FROM  WHOOPING  COUGH  0 

DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHCEA  (under  2)  0 

Ihe  General  health  of  the  community  has  not  materially 
suffered  from  war-time  restrictions. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  Causes 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13{ 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fever 
Cerebro-8pinal  fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  diseases ... 

Influenza 
Measles 

Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 
Infantile  Encephalitis 
Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus  (M) 
Cancer  of  uterus  (F) 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 
Cancer  of  breast 
Cancer  of  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

Heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Appendicitis 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  &  post-abortion  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  birth 

Congen.  malformation,  birth  injury  and 
infantile  diseases 
Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


Total 


Males. 

Females. 

57 

54 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0- 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

9 

16 

13 

5 

2 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

l 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

9 

M 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

7 

57 

54 

6 


Appended  are  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates  for  the 


;n  years 

Birth-rate  per 
1,000  population. 

Death-rate  per 
1,000  population. 

1935 

15-4 

13-1 

1936 

13  6 

15-1 

1937 

14*5 

141 

1938 

15-6 

14-1 

1939 

140 

13  9 

1940 

13-3 

16*6 

1941 

14-2 

12*9 

1942 

12-7 

11*2 

SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 
MEDICAL. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) 

JAS. 


BAN  NEUMAN,  m.b.  (edin.) 


Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer 
Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer 
School  Medical  Officer 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer 
Obstetric  Consultants 


Under 

>  Durham  County 
(  Council. 


OTHERS. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  J  AS. 

Veterinary  Surgeon 
Public  Analyst 
Health  Visitor 


R.  RIDLEY,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Bond., 

(whole  time). 

^  Under  Durham  County  Council. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Examinations  of  sputum,  throat  swabs  ami  blood,  for  the 
diagnosis  of  tuberculosis,  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever, 

well  as  other  investigations  when  considered  necessaty  ar  « 

at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  for  all  P^t.t.oners,  at  t  e 
expense  of  the  County  Council.  During  the  year  69  such  exammat.o 
were  done  and  the  results  transmitted  to  me. 

Bacteriological  examinations  for  the  Isolation  '  • 

carried  out  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  and  '  suc  1  ' 
ations  were  made  during  the  year. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


Most  households  in  the  area  subscribe  5/-  per  annum  to  the 
Weardale  Ambulance  Association,  whose  motor  ambulance  is  stationed 
at  St.  John’s  Chapel.  This  entitles  the  household  to  four  free  journeys 
to  or  from  hospital  in  the  year,  for  cases  that  cannot  be  transported 
by  car,  bus  or  train. 

The  quarry  workers  have,  through  their  union,  a  separate 
arrangement  for  the  services  of  a  motor  ambulance  from  Tow  Law  for 
stretcher  cases,  and  the  payment  of  car  charge  or  bus  fare  for  less 
serious  cases. 

The  vehicles  of  the  Weardale  Ambulance  Association  and 
the  Weardale  Isolation  Hospital  are  both  ear -marked  for  duty  with 
our  local  casualty  services  in  the  event  of  any  hostile  emergency,  and 
at  Wolsingham  the  County  Council  have  placed  a  motor  ambulance  for 
this  same  purpose. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  whole  of  the  area,  with  the  exception  of  the  sparsely 
inhabited  neighbourhood  of  Hunstanworth,  is  provided  with  district 
nurse-mid  wives,  working  under  local  associations.  These  are  all,  with 
the  exception  of  Stanhope,  whose  nurse  is  not  maternity  trained, 
affiliated  to  and  subsidized  by  the  County  Nursing  Association. 
Maternity  cases  at  Stanhope  are  attended  by  a  County  Council  midwife 
stationed  there. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  in  operation  at 
Wolsingham,  Stanhope  and  St.  John’s  Chapel.  A  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic  at  Durham  and  a  Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  Bishop  Auckland  are 
available  for  the  district.  These  are  all  under  County  Council  control. 

HO^Cl  1  ADS. 

There  is  no  general  hospital  in  the  area,  and  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  the 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle. 

The  former  Poor  Law  Institution  at  Stanhope,  is  now 
functioning  as  an  excellent  and  well  staffed  “emergency  hospital” 
under  the  County  Public  Assistance,  for  chronic  female  cases.  A  few 
patients  belonging  to  the  district  have  had  the  benefit  of  this  hospital. 

The  sick-bay  at  Harperley  Hall  for  officially  evacuted 
children  was  closed  during  the  year,  and  any  cases  eligible  for  it  are 
now  sent  to  a  sick-bay  at  Bishop  Auckland. 
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SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

An  additional  spring  at  Chapel  Lot,  Swinhope  Moor,  has 
been  added  to  the  Westgate  and  Daddryshields  supply,  and  this 
ensures  a  plentiful  supply  for  this  neighbourhood. 

The  re  laying  of  a  2"  cement  asbestos  water  main  from 
New  House  to  West  Black  Dene,  with  the  necessary  valves  etc.,  has 
been  carried  out. 

The  Stanhope  supply  has  been  materially  increased  by  the 
construction  of  a  3"  water  main  from  the  Keeper’s  Lodge  spring.  This 
should  greatly  improve  the  supply  for  The  Square  and  the  West  End  of 
Stanhope,  where  shortage  in  time  of  drought  frequently  used  to  occur. 

A  sample  of  drinking  water  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Lanehead, 
was  taken  for  analysis,  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  use. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  new  work  was  done  during  the  year.  Various  minor 
defects  received  attention. 

SCAVENGING. 

Every  village  in  the  area  has  now  got  a  scavenging  scheme. 

CLOSET  ACCO  M  MOD  ATION . 

The  conversion  of  8  ash-closets  to  the  water  carriage 
system  was  effected.  There  are  now  1,164  W.C ’s,  119  ash-closets  and 
302  privy  closets  in  the  area 

HOUSE  DISINFECTION. 

This  was  carried  out  at  33  houses  and  one  school 
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The  following  is 

a  summary  of  the 

work  done  unde 

Public  Health  Acts  by  the 
the  year  : — 

Sanitary  Inspector’; 

■i  department  di 

Informal  witten  notices 

Nuisances  abated 

by  Inspector. 

after  notice. 

J dwelling  houses  — 

structural  defects  etc. 

32 

32 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

10 

10 

Cowsheds 

41 

4d 

Bakehouses 

1 

T  1 

1 

18 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

18 

Refuse  and  Manure  Deposits 

5 

5 

Waterclosets 

10 

10 

House  Drainage  Defects 

42 

42 

Water  Supply  Defects 

3s 

38 

Pigsties 

1 

1 

198 

198 

SECTION  D,  —  Housing. 

consequence  of  war  conditions  causing  shortage  of 
materials  <*♦  new  houses  were  built. 

...  ,  No  applications  for  grants  under  the  Housing  (Rural 

orkers)  Acts  1926 — 3k  were  received,  and  no  dwelling  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied  by  agricultural  labourers  or  other  persons  in  a 
similiar  economic  position. 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK 

Pastoral  farming  being  the  main  industry  of  Weardale  we 
have  a  large  production  9f  milk  in  the  area.  By  far  the  greater  part 
ot  this  milk  is  now  transported  daily  by  motor  lorries  to  dairy 
companies  in  the  large  towns.  I  fear  some  of  our  farmers  are  rather 
reactionary  in  regard  to  their  attitude  towards  clean  milk  production 
and  .some  dirty  customs  die  but  slowly.  All  milk  going  into  the  towns 
is  liable  to  have  a  sample  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  I  had 
to  investigate  four  cases  of  milk  so  sent  from  the  district  which  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory— one  from  Edmondbyers,  two  from  upper 
Weardale,  and  one  from  near  Wolsingham.  I  pointed  out  to  those 
responsible  where  the  fault  in  their  methods  probably  lay  and 
impressed  on  them  the  need  of  greater  care.  T  still  get  complaints 
from  time  to  time  of  churns  being  returned  to  farms  from  the  dairies 
in  an  unclean  condition.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  dairy  companies  to 
return  the  churns  properly  sterilized. 
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We  paid  176  visits  of  inspection  to  cowbyres  and  dairies. 
Structural  alterations  for  the  improvement  of  byres  were  carried  out  in 
17  instances. 

I  paid  two  visits  without  any  warning  to  the  milk  bottling 
depot  of  the  Stanhope  and  Weardale  Co-operative  Society,  and  found 
everything  there  generally  satisfactory. 

MEAT  SUPPLIES  Etc. 

In  war  time  we  are  not  getting  the  fine  locally  reared  beef 
and  mutton  to  which  we  were  accustomed,  as  no  slaughtering  of 
animals  is  now  permitted  in  the  district.  In  September  I  had  to 
examine  a  hind-quarter  of  beef  supplied  to  a  local  butcher,-  and  found 
it  obviously  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Your  Inspector  de.-dt  with 
13  instances  of  unsound  tinned  food,  ham,  bacon,  margarine  and  sugar 
which  had  been  supplied  to  local  provision  dealers. 

BAKERY. 

I  visited  the  bakery  of  the  local  Co-operative  Society  at 
Frosterley,  and  found  nothing  to  complain  about. 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over, 
Infectious  Disease. 


Apart  from  a  fairly  widespread  epidemic  of  measles  at 
Wolsingham,  there  was  not  much  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 
I  received  204  notifications,  and  these  were  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

23 

0 

'  0 

0 

r* 

Scarlet  fever 

27 

Diphtheria  ... 

10 

10 

A 

Pneumonia  ... 

4 

0 

t) 

0 

0 

0 

o 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

9 

0 

Vleasles 

147 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

0 

o 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .. 

0 

o 

'Typhoid  fever 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

1 

l 

I 

Poliomyelitis 

J 

1 

I  otal  •  •  •  •  •  • 

204 

36 

j 

1 1 


The  cases  of  measles  were  all  exceptionally  mild,  and  not  a 
single  death  occurred.  Measles  is  one  of  those  diseases  that  have 
lessened  in  severity  in  recent  years.  In  former  times  an  epidemic  such 
as  this  might  have  m^ant  about  a  dozen  deaths. 

i 

The  cerebo-spinal  fever  and  poliomyelitis  cases  were  treated 
at  Walker  Gate  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION. 

The  immunization  sessions  at  the  Stanhope  Barrington 
School,  which  had  been  unavoidably  postponed  from  1941,  were  carried 
out  in  March,  when  54  children  were  immunized.  During  the  year 
I  immunized  37  children  brought  by  their  parents  to  my  surgery. 

You  authorized  me  to  carry  out  another  immunization 
campaign  early  in  1943,  at  the  schools,  with  the  consent  and  collab¬ 
oration  of  the  education  authorities.  This  scheme  is  practically 
completed  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  and  the  response  has 
been  fairly  satisfactory.  I  estimate  that  from  75  to  80  per  cent  of 
the  children  in  the  area  have  now  been  immunized. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

The  solitary  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  a  girl  residing  in 
upper  Weardale,  who  had  been  admitted  as  an  in-patient  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  where  it  was  found  that  she  was 
suffering  from  typhoid  fever.  The  other  7  inmates  of  the  house 
were  given  prophylactic  typhoid  inoculations  by  me.  The  precise 
origin  of  the  case  was  a  mystery — probably  some  unknown  infected 
article  of  food. 

BACILLUS  ABORTUS  INFECTION. 

In  September  two  cases  of  obscure  illness  in  upper  Weardale 
were  found  to  be  due  to  bacillus  abortus  infection.  This  somewhat 
rare  disease  is  not  notifiable  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  the  local  doctor 
in  attendance  on  the  patients  kindly  got  in  touch  with  me  on  the 
subject.  The  illness  is  analagous  to  Malta  or  undulant  fever,  and  is 
conveyed  to  human  beings  through  drinking  milk  from  cows  or  goats 
that  are  infected.  We  investigated  the  outbreak,  and  I  reported  the 
matter  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  who  had  further  investigations 
carried  out  in  respect  to  the  three  herds  of  cows  from  which  the 
infected  persons  had  obtained  their  milk.  The  milk  of  one  herd  was 
found  to  contain  the  bacillus  abortus.  Fortunately  no  further  cases 
occurred. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

I  received  7  notifications  of  tuberculosis,  5  pulmonary  and 
2  non-pulmonary.  Tbe  deaths  from  tuberculosis  numbered  7  all 
pulmonary.  The  tuberculosis  death-rate  was  -7  per  1,000  population. 


Age  Periods. 


0 

l 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upward 


Totals 


New  Cases. 


Deaths. 


Respiratory 

M  F 


1 

2 


2 


Non- 

Respiratory 


M 


Respii 

•atory 

M 

F 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

0 

Non- 

Respiratory 


M 


0 


0 


CASUALTY  SERVICES  (CIVIL  DEFENCE). 

An  equipment  officer  has  been  appointed.  He  is  responsible 
for  the  distribution  and  maintenance  of  all  the  equipment. 

During  the  year  the  services  took  part  in  three  combined 

exercises. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

I^O/D/H/G  VVYl/O/'D/ . 


